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Kenrokuen is a strolling-style landscape garden with the 
characteristics of a typical landscape garden of the Edo period
(1603~1868).Originally the outer garden of Kanazawa Castle, 
it was located on the slope facing the castle. In 1676, the fifth 
lord Maeda Tsunanori moved the garden house to the castle. 
He built a rest house called “Renchi-ochin” and started to 
landscape a garden called “Renchi-tei” in the surrounding 
area. 
However, the rest house and garden burned down in 1759. 
The 11th lord Harunaga restored the garden with the creation 
of Midori-taki Waterfall and the construction of Yugao-tei 
Tea  House in 1774. In 1822, the 12th lord Narinaga 
constructed the gorgeous Takezawa Villa on Chitosedai 
Plateau to the southeast of the castle, even though seven 
retainers’ houses and the clan school were located there. He 
developed the garden by creating winding streams with water 
from Tatsumi Waterway, and building stone bridges over them. 
In the year of the completion of Takezawa Villa, the garden was 
named after a garden combining the six attributes of a perfect 
landscape garden: spaciousness, seclusion, artifice, antiquity, 
watercourses and panoramas. The name derives from a 
gardening book written by Li Gefei, a famous Chinese poet. 
Lord Narinaga died two years after the completion of 
Takezawa Villa. On the site where the villa was subsequently 
destroyed, the 13th lord Nariyasu expanded Kasumiga-ike 
Pond and added some winding streams that harmonized with 
Renchi-tei Garden. The basic structure of the present spacious 
strolling-style landscape garden was thus completed. 
On May 7, 1874, when the domain system was abolished, 
Kenrokuen Garden was opened to the public. The garden was 
designated as a National Site of Scenic Beauty on March 8, 
1922 and as a National Site of Special Scenic Beauty on 
March 20, 1985.
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